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GENETICALLY MODIFIED CANOLA TRIALS 

Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood-Stirling — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [12.07 pm]: I will take this 
opportunity to update the house on my recent visit to the United States and Canada. The aim was to investigate 
their policies and activities on genetically modified canola, among many other issues.  

I spoke to many people on the trip. I spoke to politicians from both sides, farm lobby groups, technology 
companies, and GM and non-GM farmers. What was clear is that there is a broad acceptance of GM technology 
in North America. Farmers there have been growing GM canola, corn and soy beans for over a decade. GM has 
been the biggest contributor to their productivity gains and many farmers work it into their regular farming 
systems. It was obvious to me that segregation and co-existence between GM and non-GM crops works in North 
America. I spoke to some farmers who choose to grow conventional crops, and they all had different reasons for 
that decision. One farmer thought he could get a premium for non-GM canola and others were not keen to pay 
the royalties, but none that I spoke to had an issue with the farmers around them growing GM crops. It was all 
about choice. 

Everything I saw in the US and Canada satisfied me that we are heading down the right path in trialling this 
technology in Western Australia. The 20 GM canola trial sites planted in WA this year cover 854 hectares across 
the state. Most of the trial sites are progressing well and the canola ranges from between full flowering to the 6-8 
leaf stage. A small research trial on a farm near Wongan Hills has failed due to a lack of early season rainfall. 
Harvesting of the GM canola trials should begin around November and December. Grain from the farm sites will 
be delivered to Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd receival points at Forrestfield and at Mt Kokeby near Beverly. 
The grain will then be sold and exported.  

The Department of Agriculture and Food is monitoring, auditing and overseeing the management of the trials. 
The department’s authorised officers will be visiting all trial sites in the next few weeks to inspect flowering 
crops and discuss harvest and delivery procedures with the farmers. We want to ensure that industry has the 
opportunity to assess the technology in the field. Farmers have recently been attending field days to get a 
firsthand look at the technology growing in Western Australian conditions. I know that some people choose not 
to eat GM products. Some farmers will choose not to grow GM crops. But the key word here is choice. At the 
moment, Western Australian farmers do not have the choice to grow GM canola.  

We will finish these trials and the government will evaluate the suitability of GM canola for Western Australia. I 
will be looking to make a decision on the way forward for GM canola in this state in about January next year.  
 


